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Total score: 16 

Q Score Marker commentary 

1 6 

The candidate responded to the question in a clear and concise manner, 
constructing an argument supported by the source material supplied and 
their own knowledge. They also successfully demonstrated an awareness 
of other historical narratives, adding a degree of complexity to their 
answer. The narratives selected by this candidate were well chosen and 
clearly addressed the relative impact of individuals in comparison to 
wider historical forces. Historical arguments of a range of historians, i.e. 
Carlyle, Carr, and Zinn were clearly critiqued throughout the response. 
Contextual material provided by the candidate was relevant and used 
appropriately. 

2 5 

The candidate identified a range of historical relationships in the source 
material supplied for this question and, in most parts of their answer, 
developed an argument as to how these historical relationships assisted 
historians in evaluating Margaret Thatcher as Prime Minister, relative to 
broader historical forces. 

While the historical relationships of differing perspectives and of change 
and continuity were both present in the response, more overt 
references needed to be made for a higher grade to be awarded for this 
question. (This was a common characteristic of many responses to 
Question Two.) 

3 5 

The candidate was able to provide a clear and concise argument as to 
the nature of the gubernatorial period of 1852–1873 in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. The candidate’s prior knowledge of the topic was evident in the 
way in which their argument was developed. The candidate was also 
able to make sound use of selected source material to develop a 
Scholarship level response to this question. Their grade was limited by 
too much focus on Governor Grey in the response. 

 


